DRAFT
PROCLAMATION HONORING THE 100TH BIRTHDAY 
OF THE GENTRY BUILDING

WHEREAS, the brick building located at the southeast corner of Main Street and Simonton Street in Downtown Conroe is currently known as the “Gentry Building;” and

WHEREAS, the Gentry Building was one of the first buildings to be re-built as a permanent brick building after the great downtown fire calamity of 1911, in compliance with the quickly enacted “Fire Limits” ordinance of the City of Conroe  dated February 22, 1911, requiring such fire-proof construction; and 

WHEREAS, the building was erected by A. L. Koonce with tenants over the past 100 years being Carnes Meat Market, Elkhorn Saloon, Rosner’s Clothing Store, attorneys, Soules Insurance, Montgomery County News, Farmer’s and Merchant’s Bank, and other tenants; and

WHEREAS, in 1939 a WWI veteran by the name of Thomas Earl Gentry established Gentry’s Men’s Clothing Store on the first floor of the building, a clothing store of outstanding reputation which was successfully operated into the 1980’s; and
WHEREAS, Mr. Gentry was a stalwart of the Conroe community, serving over the years as Fire Chief, Mayor, Chamber of Commerce President, along with numerous other civic activities, which have established the name for this downtown building as the Gentry Building; and

WHEREAS, the Gentry Building was renovated in 2004 to capture the original decorum of the building by the heirs of Thomas Earl Gentry, making this building the benchmark in downtown Conroe’s revitalization; and

WHEREAS, the non-profit organization Conroe Live, Inc. was established to enhance the arts, entertainment, and historical values of downtown Conroe; and

WHEREAS, the centennial celebration of the Gentry Building is of great historic significance as a celebration of this historic building and the Gentry family, sponsored and promoted by Conroe Live, Inc. on November 17, 2011;
NOW THEREFORE, November 17, 2011 is hereby proclaimed as “The Centennial Celebration of the Gentry Building,” at which time the citizens of Conroe shall honor the Gentry Building, along with the businesses associated with this historic structure and the significant contributions made by Thomas Earl Gentry and family to the development of Conroe, Texas. 
